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                       Apple Class – Summer Term 2017
	Dear Parents,
Here is an outline of what will be covered during this term.  The learning in each area will be linked to the Early Years Foundation Stage for Year R and the National Curriculum for Year 1.  Our topic focus is “Sea and Sand”. Just to remind you know that P.E will be on MONDAYS and FRIDAYS.  Please make sure that your child has a pair of plimsolls or trainers in their kit as we will do PE outside weather permitting.  Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to come in and chat if you have any concerns or questions.
Kind Regards
Mrs Forrest and the Apple Class Team

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Our Core Learning values this term are Responsibility and Creativity. This half term the children will be learning about the skills of persevering, reflecting, improving and problem solving, managing distractions and having ambition. After half term we will move on to looking at being imaginative, experimentation, discovery, risk taking, questioning and inspiration. 
The class will also be learning about people in our community who we can help us such as police, nurses and doctors. We will be visited by the fire service this term to find out more. We will also be looking at different emotions such as feeling loved, scared, proud, hurt, lonely, worried and jealous. We will be learning to recognise these feelings in ourselves and others and exploring how we can deal with these emotions. 
	Communication, Language and Literacy
We will be sharing different types of stories and non fiction books about the seaside. We will be continuing to revise all the sounds that we have been learning this year and the children will be introduced to new ways of spelling the same sound such as ow/ou   ee/ea  ie/igh. The class will also continue to recognise and spell tricky words in order to read and write simple captions and sentences.  Year R will be practising using their sounds and leaving finger spaces between words.  Year 1 will be focusing on spelling words with  endings such as ing, ed, er, est, s, es and words that start with the prefix un.
The children will be producing labelled diagrams, facts and stories about the seaside.
Please could you help us by reminding your child to change their reading book every day.
	Mathematical Development
Much of our mathematical learning this term will be based around a book called ‘One is a snail, Ten is a crab’.  It is an ideal starting point to learn about the value of numbers. 

The class will be learning to count in twos, fives and tens and to identify and continue other number patterns such as counting in threes and fours. 
Children in Year 1 will be learning to say what is 10 more or 10 less than a given number.

The class will be learning about turning, making whole, half and quarter turns.  This will be linked to telling o’clock and half past times. They will also program floor robots with directions including turns and left and right instructions.

	Knowledge and Understanding of the World
In Science the children will be learning about a range of animals including humans. We hope to visit a beach to explore the wildlife and coastline and compare with our local area. 
The class will be finding out about Grace Darling who lived in a lighthouse.
 The Year 1 children will learn about Hinduism. 
The children will be introduced to a floor robot called a Beebot which they will be learning to programme. This will lead to them being able to write their own instructions in order to send it to specific locations.
	Creative Development
We will be looking closely at a range of shells from the seaside and sketching them, looking closely at pattern and shape. We will also be creating pebble sculptures.
The Year 1 children will be designing and making their own lighthouses. 

The class will have opportunities to make and create sea related creatures such as jelly fish, sharks and fish as well as other items such as pirate maps!

	Physical Development
We will be focussing on throwing and catching using a variety of small and large equipment such as balls and bean bags. The children will be working on their ball skills, learning how to control and move the ball using their feet. They will also have opportunities to improve their racquet skills. 

We will be playing some simple team games where the children will be able to experience attacking and defending.  

The class will also spend time practising races in readiness for Sports day after half term. 


