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	Dear Parents,
Happy New Year to you all and many thanks for the Christmas cards and gifts that we received. We were all very touched by your kind words and generosity.  Here is an outline of what we will be learning during this term. The work in each area will be linked to the Early Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum for Year One.  This term our topic will be “Fire and Ice”. Just to let you that P.E will be on Mondays and Fridays from now on. Please remember that nuts should not be brought into school as we children with severe allergies. Thank you for your continued support.
Kind Regards
Mrs Forrest and the Apple Class Team

	Personal, Social 
and Emotional Development
The learning value for the first half of this term is Communication and for the second half it is Happiness. The children will be introduced to these values through circle time games and discussion. We will be praising the children when they are seen demonstrating any skill linked to these values. Each value has a toy and the Communication toy is the dolphin. 
We will also be thinking about “Going For Goals.” This theme will help the children to develop feelings of self worth, competence, decision making and thinking logically and analytically.
It helps children to develop their ability to work towards a self-determined goal, to persist and to recognise when they have reached that goal.

We will be helping the children to identify their own individual strengths and things that they like to do before moving on to thinking about things that they would like to be able to do. 
	Communication, Language and Literacy
We will be using a variety of fiction and non fiction books such as ‘The Big Fuzzy’ and ‘From Egg to Penguin’ to gather information about our topic learning.  The children will be looking at non fiction books and their layout such as the contents page, the glossary and the index page. 
We will continue to use our Jolly Phonics  and Letters and Sounds programme everyday, to learn letter names, sounds and actions.  We will be focusing on learning sounds with two or three letters such as ch/ee/ai and Year 1 will be concentrating on reading for meaning and with greater fluency as well as learning alternative spellings of sounds such as ai/ay or ee/ea.
The class will be given opportunities to write simple words, sentences and stories. They will develop their collaboration and co-operation skills in order to collect information about animals that live in cold places. 
We will be asking all the Yr R children to take greater responsibility for their learning by changing and choosing their own reading books this term. We very much welcome your comments in the reading record book so please write a short note when you have read with your child.
	Mathematical Development
The children will be learning to count, order, read and write numbers to at 20 and beyond.  Children in Year 1 will be developing their knowledge of place value and will become more confident with numbers to 100, spelling the numbers as words as well as reading them. 
We will be using Numicon and number lines to support our learning with addition and subtraction. 

We will also be looking at doubling and sharing.
We will be using mathematical names for 2D and 3D shapes and these will be used to create pictures and patterns.

The children will be given opportunities to use language such as heavy, heavier and light, lighter to compare the weight of two or more objects. 

Year 1 will also be learning to tell the time to o’clock and half past the hour. 

	Knowledge and Understanding of the World
The children will be using an encyclopaedia to explore and find out information about animals. They will also be using the internet to investigate hot and cold places and the animals that live there. The children will listen to and discuss stories about Jesus and stories that Jesus told as well as learning about Easter. 
The class will be learning about the Great Fire Of London. 
We will be learning about a range of plants and how plants grow.  
	Creative Development

The children will be using a variety of media: paint, chalk, pastels, collage and reclaimed materials to draw, paint and produce pictures and models for their topic work.Year 1 will be looking at winter trees in the local area and produce one or more pencil sketches. These sketches will be used to create winter pictures with a background wash using hot or cold colours. 
The class will learn a song about The Great Fire of London and add their own percussion to it. They will also learn a range of traditional rhymes such as I’m a Little Teapot, The Grand Old Duke of York, Ring O’ Roses and Hickory Dickory Dock to explore high and low sounds.
	Physical Development

The class will continue with gymnastics using a range of large equipment to explore travelling, balancing and jumping. 
They will be working as a class, in small groups and with partners to create, develop and perform a penguin dance.
In class we will be continuing to develop finger control by participating in activities such as play dough, small construction, following handwriting patterns, tracing, chalking and painting.


