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	Dear Parents,
Welcome back and Happy New Year to you all. Many thanks for the wonderful cards and gifts that we received.  We were very touched by your generosity. Here is an outline of what will be covered during this term.  Our topic will be “Whatever The Weather” leading into “Heroes and Heroines”.Just to remind you know that P.E is on Mondays and Thursdays. Please make sure that all clothing is labelled including PE kit and plimsolls. Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to come in and chat if you have any concerns.
                                                                                            Kind Regards
Mrs Forrest and the Apple Class Team

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
During the first half of the term we will be thinking about our whole school value of “Communication” and the skills needed to communicate. The children will be given opportunities to share, collaborate, persuade and encourage. After half term there will be a focus on “Happiness” with an emphasis on building self-esteem, pride and enjoyment.
During circle time and through out the day there  will be lots of opportunities for all the children to develop the social skills of friendship; developing empathy, managing feelings,  working well together in a group situation, managing anger and resolving conflict. There will be regular opportunities for the children to feel proud of their achievements in class.
	Communication, Language and Literacy
We will be sharing and enjoying stories with a weather theme such as “The Snowman”, “Splosh”, “Noah’s Ark” and “Charlie’s Superhero Underpants.” There will also be an emphasis on non fiction reading. 
We will be learning the long vowel sounds such as ar/ow/igh and focusing on segmenting and blending to read and write short words and sentences. The class will also continue to recognise and spell tricky words in order to read and write simple captions and sentences. Year 1 will be encouraged to leave finger spaces, add joining words and adjectives when writing and to ensure that their work makes sense.
The children will be producing speech bubbles, captions and labels, character portraits and non fiction writing.
	Mathematics
The children will be challenged to solve a range of topic related problems involving adding, subtracting, doubling and halving.  The children will begin to understand that it is important to have self-belief and an ‘I can do it’ attitude when trying to solve problems!
There will be a focus on estimating, counting and calculating accurately. All the children will be developing a sense of place value and will spend time comparing and ordering numbers. They will begin to develop their understanding of symbols (+ - =) and use these to record their work.

We will be using 2D and 3D shapes to talk about and sort using their properties. We will continue to learn to count in ones, twos, fives and tens.

	Understanding of the World

The children will be learning about the seasons and different types of weather.

The children will learn how to use a programmable toy called a Beebot.  (There is a iPad app that supports this unit of work)
They will be investigating different everyday materials; what they are made of and  how they can be compared and grouped according to their properties.
The children will be finding out about famous heroes and heroines such as Florence Nightingale.  We hope to be visited by people who help us such as Nurses, fire-fighters and vets. 

	Expressive Arts and Design
The children will be inspired by the weather to produce collaborative art work. 
The children will use cold places such as ice caves to inspire role-play situations and to encourage them to be imaginative.
They will have opportunities to take part in plan, do and review activities; they will be challenged to make penguins, snowmen and igloos. This will support their learning of place and locational knowledge. 
The children will experiment with a range of percussion instruments to make different weather related sounds. This will lead to creating and performing a storm sound track where the children need to work together to enjoy success.

	Physical Development
They will be inspired by the weather to use their imagination to create and enjoy taking part in a snow flake dance. They will practise producing body actions with control and co-ordination. They will be encouraged to choose movements with different dynamic qualities such as high/low/fast/slow. They will continue to find out about the importance of being active, to understand the need to warm up and to cool down. 
After half term the focus will be on gymnastics and using equipment such as benches, beams and tables to perform simple sequences. 
There will also be a short unit on multi-skills. 
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