	Dear Parents and Carers,
Here is an outline of what the children in Maple Class will be learning during this term.  The learning in each area will be linked to the National Curriculum.

PE will be on Wednesdays and Thursdays.

Mrs Champion will be teaching Maple Class every other Wednesday while I complete Planning, Preparation and Assessment tasks.

Please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff if you have any concerns or questions.

Kind Regards

Mrs Forrest and Mrs Hilder.
 
	Literacy

During the first half of the term, we will be reading a range of fairy tales to support our topic ‘Once Upon a Time’.

In the second half of the term, we will be using a selection of books to support our ‘Owls’ project.  

Year 1 will be learning Song of Sound 2 while Year 2 will continue to learn Song of Sound 3. 

	Science 
Our main topic this term is Animals including humans. We will be learning about what they need to survive. We will find out about the life cycle of an owl and learn about different habitats. 

We will also be focussing on Seasonal Change. The class will be encouraged to observe changes across the four seasons and they will learn about the weather associated with the seasons and how the day length varies.

	Geography/History

We will be focusing on the features of maps and we will be creating maps using different stories. We will learn how to use compass directions to describe locations and routes on a map. 

We will be looking at the town of Crawley and how it has changed over time. 

The children will learn about the historical importance of Bonfire Night. 
	Numeracy

Year 1 children will be sorting counting and representing number using objects, pictures and number lines. They will   become more familiar with the concept of place value by comparing and ordering numbers. Year 1 will move on to using number bond facts and related subtraction facts within 10. 

Year 2 will begin with reading and writing numbers at least to 100 in numerals and in words. They will be comparing and ordering numbers using place value and number facts to solve problems. The children will be counting in steps of 2, 3 and 5 from 0, and in tens from any number both forwards and backwards.  They will be asked to recall addition and subtraction facts to 20 with fluency. Later on we will be looking at money; combining amounts to make a particular value and solving problems involving giving change. 

	Music

We will be learning about pulse, rhythm and pitch and we will be playing a variety of instruments. We will also sing a range of songs.
	PE

We will be creating and performing a range of dances. We will be developing our skills in gymnastics by exploring different ways of travelling, rolling, jumping, balancing and creating sequences.  
	ICT

We are going to be programming Bee Bots to create routes. We will also be creating self-portraits and owl pictures using 2 Paint a Picture.  

We will be using iPads and laptops as part of our everyday learning. 

	RE

We will be learning about Harvest and Christmas. 
	Art/DT

In DT, we will be creating sandwiches as part of our healthy eating project. 

In Art we will be designing and creating owl sculptures. 
	PSHE

Our focus this half  term  is
“We are all stars!” and  then
“Be friendly, Be wise!”



	Learning skills and Working With Others (WWO) for this term

I can be independent- Being confident, self-motivated, organised, self-controlled and self-determined

I can show respect-Empathy, tolerance, honesty, fairness and equality

Working With Others (WWO) skills- Eye contact, Knowing and using names, Taking turns, Including Others, Respect, Listening, Recognising and Managing Emotions 

The children will be rewarded for demonstrating these skills both in their learning and also in their attitudes.


Homework
Daily reading – the children are given opportunities to change their reading books independently on a daily basis. Please hear your child read as often as possible- it really does make a difference! It is also important to discuss the books that they have been reading. 

Spellings – Please see attached sheet. These are the common exception words for Years 1 and 2 that the children firstly need to be able to read and then spell. We will be working on these all year in class through dictation exercises. 
Numeracy – this will be put on Education City at the end of every week so that it can be completed over the weekend. Sometimes the work is set before the tasks are covered in class to boost confidence. 
Developing Independence

We are encouraging the children to develop their independence, which helps to increase confidence and self-esteem. We would appreciate your support with this by encouraging your child to come into the school building in the morning as independently as possible. We will continue to line up in the playground each morning. Please try to say goodbye in the playground. This also allows us to settle the children more quickly in order to begin our activities as soon as possible.   
 Please collect your child from the entrance to our building at the end of the school day.

If your child is being collected by another adult/parent at the end of the day, please write your child’s name and the name of the adult collecting him/her on the whiteboard in our cloakroom area or tell a member of staff.
Please ensure that your child has their name in each piece of their clothing as jumpers and cardigans often go missing and it is very difficult to return them to their owner unless they are named.

We would prefer the children to use book bags rather than rucksacks in Maple class. Book bags can be left in the classroom and are easily accessible. Rucksacks have to be left in the cloakroom and this is difficult for putting letters and other things in to as well as the children having to leave the classroom more often. The classroom door is very heavy and difficult for the children to open and shut too. 
If you do have any questions or would like to discuss anything, 
please feel free to see us at the end of the school day.        

Mrs Forrest and Mrs Hilder
