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“Animal Magic!”
Here is an outline of what the children in Maple Class will be learning during this term. The learning in each area will be linked to the National Curriculum. PE will be on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  The children will need warm joggers for outside PE on Thursdays. Please try to log in to Tapestry as often as you can as we are now using this for messages.
Miss Skilton will be teaching Maple Class every other Wednesday while I complete Planning, Preparation and Assessment tasks. Please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff if you have any concerns or questions.
                                                                                                                                                                                         

	PSHCE and R.E.

We will revisit the class contract that we all agreed on last term and to reinforce the fact that it keeps everyone safe and happy. 
This will help them to understand the routines and expectations of being in Maple Class.  This term there will be more of an emphasis on best behaviour in the playground and moving about the school.  

The learning value for the first half of this term is Communication and for the second half it is Happiness. The children will be introduced to these values through circle time games and discussion. We will be praising the children when they are seen demonstrating any skill linked to these values. Each value has a toy and the Communication toy is the dolphin. 

Our PSHCE and SRE focus for this term is Living Long, Living Strong. We will be thinking about keeping clean and looking after ourselves and generally being healthy. The children will learn about how humans grow and develop and that there are different kinds of families and who you might go to if you needed help. 

In R.E the children will learn about Shrove Tuesday and Lent as well as the Easter Story.


	ENGLISH

We will continue to use our new phonics programme called Song Of Sounds which supports the children in learning to read and write.  The children are already familiar with song 1 and most of song 2. Year 2 will learn song 3 after half term. 

The children will continue to experience small group reading sessions and also some whole class guided reading sessions in which the children will practise using their retrieval and inference skills. 

We will be sharing a variety of fiction books about farm animals as well as animals from other places such as Australia. The children will be looking at non-fiction books and a range of animal based poetry. 

The class will be given opportunities to write simple sentences, poems and stories about animals. They will become familiar with a diary format for writing and will also produce non-fiction posters to show what they have found out about a variety of animals.

All the children are responsible for changing and choosing their own reading books. We very much welcome your comments in the reading record book. We do encourage the children to read at home every day where possible. Now and again please write a short note when you have read with your child as it is useful to have feedback on how your child is progressing. Thank you.
	MATHS

Year 1 will be looking at subtraction, recognising and using the subtraction symbol within 20. They will move on to partitioning  numbers in order to subtract when crossing 10.  After that the children will be looking at place value and multiples of 2, 5 and 10. 

The class  will all be moving on to using money with Miss Skilton. They will learn to recognise and use the symbols for pounds and pence and combine amounts to make particular values. They will be asked to find different combinations of coins that equal the same amounts of money and to solve problems in practical contexts which include the skill of giving change. 

For Year 2 much of this terms mathematical learning will be about multiplication and division.  The class will be making equal groups both by sharing and grouping. They will learn to divide by 2, 5 and10. 

They will also be learning about statistics. This is all about interpreting and constructing simple pictograms, tally charts, block graphs and simple tables. 



	SCIENCE 
Our learning about seasonal change will continue and the children will be encouraged to observe changes across the four seasons and they will learn about the weather associated with the seasons and how the day length varies.

Animals including humans will be the focus for Science this term.  We hope to visit a farm at some point after half term. 
The children will be using a globe, an atlas, non-fiction books and an electronic encyclopaedia to explore and find out information about animals, their needs and their habitats.  They will also be finding out about the people and places of Australia including the animals that inhabit there. 


	TOPIC and COMPUTING
The class will investigate traditional Aboriginal Art and the technique of dot printing. 

They will have the opportunity to design and make a machine that might be found on a farm. 

The Year 2 children will begin to learn to touch type using dance mat typing. This can also be accessed at home from the BBC website. 

The children will have opportunities to use the iPads, computers and beebots to support their learning in class. 
	P.E. 
The children will have a weekly outdoor multi-skills lesson with our PE coach each week.

They will also create, perform and evaluate a dance based on the story of Handa’s surprise. This is a story set in Kenya and features many African animals in the story. This will support our learning in science and geography. 

Later in the term the children will return to gymnastics and have a chance to work on the new wall bars and gym equipment. 
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